
 
 
 

Literature Paper 1 

Section B   

45 minutes 

""I certainly shan't hold my hand, when I can get anything in it by reaching it out, for the sake of 
such a man as he was, I promise you, Joe," returned the woman coolly. "Don't drop that oil upon 
the blankets, now."  

"His blankets?" asked Joe. 

"Whose else's do you think?" replied the woman. "He isn't likely to take cold without them, I dare 
say."  

"I hope he didn't die of any thing catching. Eh?" said old Joe, stopping in his work, and looking up. 

"Don't you be afraid of that," returned the woman. "I an't so fond of his company that I'd loiter 
about him for such things, if he did. Ah. you may look through that shirt till your eyes ache; but you 
won't find a hole in it, nor a threadbare place. It's the best he had, and a fine one too. They'd have 
wasted it, if it hadn't been for me."  

"What do you call wasting of it?" asked old Joe. 

"Putting it on him to be buried in, to be sure," replied the woman with a laugh. "Somebody was fool 
enough to do it, but I took it off again. If calico an't good enough for such a purpose, it isn't good 
enough for anything. It's quite as becoming to the body. He can't look uglier than he did in that 
one."  

Scrooge listened to this dialogue in horror. As they sat grouped about their spoil, in the scanty light 
afforded by the old man's lamp, he viewed them with a detestation and disgust, which could hardly 
have been greater, though they demons, marketing the corpse itself. 

"Ha, ha!" laughed the same woman, when old Joe, producing a flannel bag with money in it, told 
out their several gains upon the ground. "This is the end of it, you see. He frightened every one 
away from him when he was alive, to profit us when he was dead. Ha, ha, ha!"  

Charles Dickens: A Christmas Carol  

 
Read this extract from Stave 4 of A Christmas Carol and then answer the question that follows.  
 
In this extract, Scrooge is shown his employee, Mrs Dilber, selling Scrooge’s belongings. 

 
Starting with this extract, how does Dickens present ideas about poverty? 
 
Write about:  
• how Dickens presents ideas about poverty in this extract  
• how Dickens presents ideas about poverty in the novel, as a whole  

[30 marks] 


